
Beginning Drawing Part 2 

To achieve the correct scale in beginning drawings, focus on understanding the relationships 
between the elements you're drawing rather than relying solely on exact measurements. Start with 
the largest shapes and their proportions to the rest of the drawing. Use a reference unit (like your 
thumb or palm) to compare and estimate sizes. Don't be afraid to make adjustments;the goal is to 
capture the overall feel and proportion, not perfect measurements.  

Understanding Proportions: 

Relative Sizes: 
Instead of focusing on exact inches or centimeters, think about how elements relate to each 

other. For example, is one object twice as tall as another? Is it half as wide? 

Reference Unit: 
Use a consistent reference unit (like your thumb or palm) to estimate and compare sizes. This 

helps maintain consistency throughout the drawing. 

Largest Shapes First: 
Begin by identifying and sketching the largest shapes or forms in your subject. This provides a 

framework for adding details and smaller elements. 

Don't Over-Measure: 
Resist the urge to measure everything precisely, especially when starting out. Focus on 

capturing the overall feel and relationships between objects.  
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